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Overview 

Global  Human milk banking

The role of Human  milk banking  in protects ,promotes and supports breastfeeding

The process from donor to recipient  in the NICU  at Christchurch Women’s Hospital 

Future Direction of Human Milk Banking



Protection 
Child infections

Malocclusion

Increased intelligence

And Probably  a reduction in

Overweight and Diabetes 



Vulnerable babies



Globally there are approximately 530 

human milk banks in 40+ countries ….
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From the International Milk Banking Initiative 

website  www.internationalmilkbanking.org



Download free pdf 
copy of HMB Global 
Implementation 
Framework at 
PATH’s Website:

Strengthening Human Milk 
Banking. A Global 
Implementation 

Framework. PATH 
(www.path.org)

http://www.path.org/
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Milk sharing in NZ
Hm4hbnz (Human milk for human babies NZ)

• Piripoho Aotearoa (formerly eats on feets NZ)

• Mothers Milk NZ







Philosophy of Human Milk Bank 
‘Walking the Talk’

Supporting mothers while they establish 
their milk supply

Reducing exposure to formula 

Reducing risk of specific neonatal 
complications 
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Allocation of PDM



Screening Donors
How do you know they are telling the truth.?







Pasteurised 
Defrosted in fridge

Pooled

Pre micro testing

Holder Method Pasteurisation





Effects of pasteurisation
Holder Method – 62.5c for 30 mins

◦ Inactivates HIV, CMV, HLTV and most other viruses

What is still preserved?
◦ 70% of sIgA and IgG

◦ 40% of Lactoferrin

◦ 75% of Lysosyme

◦ Oligosaccharides are totally preserved

◦ Long chain fatty acids are totally preserved





Tracking and Tracing





Donor Data to June 2016
NICU
NICU and after discharge 
Community

TOTAL

105
8
29

142

Least amount donated 0 litres

Most amount of milk donated 46.433 litres

Most amount of babies fed by one 
donor

38 (25+5/40 baby)

Number of return donors 2

Screened but did not donate
Unacceptable lifestyle questionnaire 

18
32
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Future Projects
Milk Management System



Future Projects
Bereavement Donation Policy and Document



Future Projects
Milk Composition analyser business case

$50,000 Approx 
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Questions?
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