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Scope of Practice for the Enrolled Nurse
• Practise under the direction and delegation of a RN or NP to deliver nursing care and health 

education across the life span to health consumers in community, residential or hospital settings.

• Contribute to nursing assessments, care planning, implementation and evaluation of care for health 

consumers and/or families/whanau, with the RN maintaining overall responsibility for the plan of 

care.

• Assist health consumers with the activities of daily living, observe changes in health consumers’ 

conditions and report these to the registered nurse, administer medicines and undertake other 

nursing care responsibilities appropriate to their assessed competence. 

• Are accountable for their nursing actions and practise competently in accordance with legislation, 

to their level of knowledge and experience. They work in partnership with health consumers, 

families/whanau and multidisciplinary teams

In acute settings, 

• EN must work in a team with a registered nurse who is responsible for directing and delegating 

nursing interventions.

In some settings, 

• May coordinate a team of health care assistants under the direction and delegation of a registered 

nurse.

• May work under the direction and delegation of a registered health practitioner*. In these situations, 

the enrolled nurse must have registered nurse supervision and must not assume overall responsibility 

for nursing assessment or care planning.
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