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My bit… 

• Why should we care about children? 

• UNCROC – how the world should be 

• How rights inform values, which 
inform service delivery 

• Examples of success and lessons 
learnt 



Why should we care about children? 

• 25% of the population 

• Children’s health and wellbeing now 

determines the future wellbeing of society 

• Children are voiceless  

• Now is a good time. 
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Christchurch study: early conduct 

problems & education outcomes at 18y 

Extent of Conduct Problems

Outcome (17-18)

Low

1 2 3 4

High

5

% Reading delay 4.8 11.0 13.0 11.4 29.0

% Leaving school

without quals 10.4 16.8 32.8 60.0 50.0

Mean number of

SC “passes” 3.9 3.2 2.3 1.4 1.5



Christchurch study: early conduct 

problems & mental health at 25y 

Extent of Early Conduct

Problems

Outcome 21-25

Low

1 2 3

High

4

Anxiety/depression 24.4 36.8 38.1 32.6

Antisocial

personality 1.0 3.2 5.4 17.4

Suicide attempt 4.4 10.3 14.8 18.4



http://www.msd.govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/cyf-modernisation/interim-report-expert-panel.pdf 





Why should we care about children? 

• 25% of the population 

• Children’s health and wellbeing now 

determines the future wellbeing of society 

• Children are voiceless – but their voices 

are powerful  
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Sometimes they just hit you 

and you don’t have a clue why.  

(12yr old boy) 

I wanted to 

run away but 

when I told 

my mum this 

she got 

angry.      

(9yr old girl)  

I’m so angry at my mum, she stayed so we had 

to put up with his (dad’s)  sh…t! (15yr old boy) 

I put my 

head under a 

pillow and 

try not to 

hear what ‘s 

going on 

(teenager) 

You have 

to be 

careful 

around 

him all 

the time 

(teenager) 

I must have 

deserved it, but 

I don’t know 

what I did 

wrong.  

(teenager) 

It felt like 

nobody 

cared.  (9yr 

old girl). 
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http://www.msd.govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/cyf-modernisation/interim-report-expert-panel.pdf 





Some facts about children in poverty 



What Effect Has This Had On 

Outcomes For Children? 



Hospitalisations by ethnicity, NZ 2000–2015 



Who is admitted? 



Assault, Neglect and Maltreatment NZ 2006–2010 

Source: Numerator: National Minimum Dataset; Denominator: Statistics NZ Estimated Resident Population 
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But, it ain’t easy… 





Ageing population &  paying off debt means no new $ 



Wicked Problems 

• Multiple causes 

• Multiple players 

• High stakes 

• Constant change 

• Uncertain funding 

• Evidence unclear or 
conflicting 

• Values-laden 

• Competing interests 



A child rights-based approach 

Start by agreeing your values and what they mean 
practically, for this project/ issue 

• ALL children have these rights 
– No child left behind, no parent stands alone 

• Discrimination 
– Equity of outcome 

• Paramountcy 
– When interests of adults and children conflict, children 1st 

• Survival & development 
– Do the things that matter first 

• Free from abuse 
– Skills for 2015 – DV, behaviour, D&A, MH 

• Standards agreed by experts 
– What will we actually do? Where do we not compromise? 

• Children’s views valued 
– How do children’s voices inform service design/ delivery/ evaluation? 



SUDI 1996-2013 



Free from abuse 



Survival & development 

Acute Rheumatic Fever 

CMDHB 2013-15 



ALL 

children 



Hawkes Bay resident teenage (13-17yrs) pregnancy 

( live births and terminations) rate per 1000
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Children’s voices valued 

Our views matter: Children and young people talk about solutions to poverty, December 2012. A consultation carried out for the Children’s Commissioner’s Expert Advisory Group (EAG) on 

Solutions to Child Poverty 



There are problems still to solve… 



 



Abuse and neglect 

Hospital Admissions (2009–2013) and 

deaths (2007–2011) Injuries Arising 

from Assault, Neglect or Maltreatment 

of NZ Children by Age and Gender 



http://www.msd.govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/work-programmes/cyf-modernisation/interim-report-expert-panel.pdf 

Standards of care 



Access to care 

http://www.hqsc.govt.nz/assets/Health-Quality-Evaluation/Atlas/wellchildSF/atlas.html 





Common 
agenda 

 

Backbone 
support 

Shared 
measurement 

Mutually 
reinforcing 
activities 

Continuous 
communications 

Stanford Collective Impact 

Urgency 
for 

Change 

Adequate 
Resources 

Influential 
champion 



Lessons learnt 

• Shared values  

– Child rights-based approach 

• Leadership 

• Evidence-based interventions 

• Stringent fidelity requirements 

• Intersectoral collaboration 

• Time set aside to meet 

• Clearly stated objectives 

• Monitoring in real time of meaningful KPIs 

• Independent evaluation 



What might this mean for my service 

and for me? 
• Survival – NLS, scenario-based 

training 

• Views valued – Ask parents! 

• Free from abuse – we should ALL do 

VIP training 

• New skills – Family Partnership 

Model, Bobath 

• Discrimination & all children have 

these rights 

– Monitor & report outcomes by 

ethnicity 

– Standards agreed by experts – 

implement with fidelity 

 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi71s61nt7MAhVFGKYKHRtEDeAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-should-you-invest-plan-claire-garstka&psig=AFQjCNHW29EKrlgF-KZbPr4xvsWDQEWGVQ&ust=1463475739973728




Thank You 

 

 
www.occ.org.nz 

www.childpoverty.org.nz 
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