
Transforming our heartache into 
a positive pathway forward

Bone Marrow Awareness





Our life as we knew it



“That” day……

March 14, 2011 – Diagnosis: Acute Myeloid Leukaemia M7



Our new home:

• Aggressive 
strain of AML

• 4 rounds of 
intensive 
chemotherapy

• A bone marrow 
transplant was 
the only chance 
of recovery



The challenge

• 23 million 
donors 
worldwide*

• All we needed 
was 1 match

• No matches 
were found



Our whanau plea



Stem Cell Transplant

• Our only option 
left

• Stem cells from 
the umbilical 
cord of a baby 
in Australia

• Quick 
procedure



A tough recovery 

HOPE – and lots of it

DREAMS – of going 
home

CALM – a sense that 
we    had “done it”





Our final summer

Summer months 

spent making 

wonderful 

unforgettable 

memories 

together as a 

whanau



Chace’s Journey home

Chace Eriki Topperwien
17.03.2009 – 15.06.2012



Our son’s legacy
Respect

Sensitivity

Empathy & 
Compassion

Integrity



Spreading Sunshine

• 0-18 years old

• Form of cancer and 
currently receiving 
treatment in New 
Zealand

• Registered with the 
Dream Chaser 
Foundation



Our promise

“The Dream Chaser Foundation is committed 
to promoting bone marrow donation by 
encouraging more Maori and Pacific Island 
people to become donors”

Key Partnership:



Let’s revisit the issue

WHY?



Obstacles

• “you don’t know unless you know”

• Misconceptions about WHAT bone marrow is, and HOW it is 
extracted

• “Transplant VS Transfusion”

• Sacredness of the body



Where we are at





May every sunrise bring you hope
May every sunset bring you peace

Thank you




