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Disclaimer 



    Introduction 

ÅHead, face and neck (HFN) 
vulnerable areas in combat 

ÅNumerous accounts of facial 
injuries  in contemporary and 
famous literature 

ÅMylonas et al. 2008 
Å24 books of Homerôs Iliad 

Å48 references to CMF injuries  

 
Mylonas et al. (2008). Craniomaxillofacial injuries in Homerôs Iliad. 

J Craniomaxillofac Surg 36: 1-7 



Background 

ÅHelmets protect the cranium but 

offers little protection for the face 

and jaws 

ÅFull head and face protection may 

compromise visibility, 

communication and mobility 





    Introduction 

ÅAnatomically complex 

ÅAesthetic considerations 

ÅFunctional considerations 

ÅRehabilitation  

ÅImportance of the face from a 
psychosocial aspect 



  ñYour foot or your hand?   
Your genitals or your arm? 
Which would you rather lose? 
For me it was anything but my 
face. I was scared stiff of 
going home with my looks 
twisted and scarred by battle, 
perhaps burnt, maybe 
rearranged by bullets and 
shrapnel. Teeth missing, jaw 
shot off, eyes blindedò  

      (Beattie, 2008) 



 First World War 1914 -1918 


